
 
 
Turn Off Auto-Download in Yahoo! Instant Messenger Instruction Sheet: 
Windows Users 

 
Simply follow these five steps to prevent your Yahoo! Instant Messenger from 
automatically downloading files that may contain malware. 
 
 
1. Once you are signed in to Yahoo Messenger click on ‘Messenger’. 

 
 

 
 
 
2. Then click on ‘Preferences’. 
 

 
 



 
3. Once in the Preferences window, click on ‘File Transfer’ on the left hand 

column.  
 

 
 
4. Answer the first question/statement in the window with the option: “Ask me 

for permission before downloading files.” And then choose for the second 
question/statement: “Ask me for permission to get files.” This will secure 
your Yahoo! Instant Messenger. 

 
5. Click the “OK” button to save your changes. 
 


